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Light of my Eyes Foundation
Pécs, Hungary
The organisation started in 2003 with the sick children’s tranport service that has continued since without interruption. Initially the special transportation service was only available in Pécs and its surrandings, but later it was expanded to cover the whole country. The patient base is potentially 60,000 children under the age of fourteen –the whole of Baranya County – but also about 500 transplant or cancer patients, and young children suffering from kidney disease, who are transported regularly around the counrty. The transportation of sick children as a separate service came into law in Hungary on 1st December 2008. The support from the National Health Insurance System covers only 50% of the costs. All the other cost, such as repair, maintenance and purchase are paid by the fundation.
In 2006 came the idea of the children’s hospice, wich was initially positiveley received either by government or professionals.The breakdown in Hungary came in March 2011, when without state aid, the Dóri Ház opened its doors in Pécs as the first children’s hospice in our counrty. The purpose of the respite and support care of the Dóri Ház is to equally provide the best possible support for body, mind and soul based on children’s individual needs. Naturally the support also includes psychological and social care for affected families. The respite care takes place within the walls of the children’s hospice: either the parents move into the house or they take a break and leave the child to the care team. Well-equipped rooms furnished to a high standard with medical and other health care equipment, colourful walls with lots of toys can provide the best comport for the young residents. The Dóri Ház is of course equipped with emergency facilities too, such CRP unit sor defibrillators to alow intervention until the ambulance arrives. The care team of the hospice is ready to support the terminally ill who may just have a few more weeks to live. When the child passing away the families can say farewell to their child in the chapel of Dóri Ház. The stay in the children’s hospice house is free not just for the children, but also for their families.
The organisation has launched a self-help group for parents who lost their child, or had stillborn babies. There are also programs for sisters, brothers and grandparents helping the bereaved to process their loss.

In the United Kingdom, charity shops have existed for many years. The stores have regular opening hours and visitors donate and/or buy a variety of goods in them. The prices are affordable and family-friendly. This British example was investigated by the Light of My Eyes Foundation, which then opened some shops in Hungary, where the donated goods are sold at low prices. The income of the stores partly goes to cover their operating costs, but a bigger part contributes to the Light of My Eyes Foundation’s causes: the ambulance service for sick children and the Dóri Ház.

